


Ronan Tel. Co’s Road to 700 MHz. Wireless

1995 : RTC Offers ILEC Customers Dial-up Internet
1996 : ’96 Telecom Act Passes
1998 : Local Interconnection– Free Rural ILECService to Competitors

1996 – 2000: Emergence of National CLECs
1998 – 2001    : Early Wireless Data Systems Become Available

1996 - 2005 : Fellow MT ILECs Build out PCS Cellular
2000 – 2001 : National CLECS Collapse
Jan. 2002: RTC Learns of 700 MHz Spectrum Auction
Spring 2002: RTC Researches FCC “Tribal Land Bidding Credit”
Summer 2002: RTC Negotiates with Blackfeet Tribe to use Bidding Credit
Late Summer 2002: RTC Participates in FCC Auction 44





FCC Auction 44 – RTC Spectrum Cost

$ 436,000Net Bid$ 824,000Total Gross Bid

($ 182,000)Lincoln RSA
For Blackfeet
Reservation

Tribal Land
Bidding Credit

(Less) Credits

$   74,25025%$  99,000Beaverhead         
RSA

$ 270,750 25%$ 361,000Mineral RSA

$ 273,00025%$ 364,000Lincoln RSA

Net BidBidding 
Credit

Gross BidMarket Name



Cost of 700 MHz Spectrum Varied Widely in 
FCC Auction 44

$0.89487,000$ 436,000RTC Net Bid
$1.9914,541$    29,000Lemhi RSA, ID (Salmon)

$0.2977,691$    23,000Great Falls, MT
$0.33113,419$    38,000Billings, MT
$0.46203,009$    94,000Boundary RSA, ID (COE)

$3.14361,364$1,137,000Spokane, WA
$1.2479,490$ 99,000Beaverhead RSA, MT (RTC)

$2.20163,675$ 361,000Mineral RSA, MT (RTC)

$2.77131,234$ 364,000Lincoln RSA, MT (RTC)

$/PopPublished             
PopulationGross BidMarket Name







Now for the Details!

Jerry Beeks
Director of Business Development

CommunityTel, Inc.
Ronan, Montana


